R E MAR KS W r 


ON A 


PAMPHLET 


INTITLED, 


CONSIDERATIONS 
On the Late 
I 
For Paying the | 


National DEBT, Oc. 


He that is firſt in his own Cauſe ſeemeth juſt ; but 
his Neighbour cometh and ſearcheth him out. 


NUMBER LI. 


D 


Printed in the Year M pcc Liv. 


REMARKS 
PAMPHLET, Oc. 


Pamphlet having appeared lately, 
intitled, Conſiderations, &c. and pro- 
feſſing to ſtate impartially the Ar- 
guments in ſupport of a Right 
claimed by the Crown, which intimately affects 
the fundamental Rights of this Country, where- 
in theſe Arguments and the Facts ſupporting 
them are yet in reality, ſtated with evident Par- 
tiality, Deceit, and Subtilty ; it 1s a Duty due to 
the Public, to expoſe this unfair Dealing, as ſpee- 
dily as poſſible; and therefore are theſe few 
Remarks thus haſtily ſent after it, to prevent 
unwary honeſt Men from being beguiled out of 
their native Senſe of Truth and Juſtice, and of 
thoſe eſſential Rights, which no human Law be- 
ſtowed, and which therefore, though Force or 
Fraud may bear down and deſtroy, yet no 


human Power nor Art, can poſſibly make void. 
In 


141 

In order to this, it may be proper, ſirſt, to 
make ſome Obſervations on this Author's Manner 
of ſtating the ſeveral Facts, upon the true State of 
which the Force of his ſubſequent Arguments 
eſſentially depends. 

Next, to give an Account of theſe ſame Facts, 
dictated by Candor, and warranted by Circum- 
ſtances which cannot deceive. 

And laſt of all, to point out ſuch of the groſſer 
Miſtakes in the Courſe of his Argument as may 
be ſufficient to anſwer the Deſign of this Paper. 

In p. 4. the Author profeſſes, that his Pam- 
phlet is an honeft Attempt to endeavour to quiet the 
Fears and Apprebenſions of the People; which Fears 
and Apprehenſions He tells us had been raiſed, 
© by Occaſion having been taken without Doors, 
from the Rejecting of the late Bill, to ſpread 
© Infinuations injurious to Government, and tend- 
ing to alienate the Affections of his Majeſty's 
subjects. That the Affections of his Majeſty's 
Subjects are greatly alienated one from another, 
is a fad and undoubted Truth, (tho' God be 
thanked, none of them from his Majeſty ;) and 
at whoſe Door this Miſchief is chargeable may be 
made fo evident, that he who runs may read; 
but this. is not the Place : It is to be feared how- 
ever, that the Author has, by his very manner of 
expreſſing himſelf in this his firſt ſetting out, but 
too plainly betrayed, that ſomething elſe than this 


bone Attempt to quiet the Fears and Apprehenfions of 


the People was the Intention of this Pamphlet. 
The Fears and Apprehenſions of the People are, 
thanks be to God, and to the Fortitude of our 
Hundred and twenty-four Repreſentatives, on the 
ever-memorable 17th of December 1753, already 
pretty well quieted, and have been fo, from the 
Concluſion of that Day; fo far was the rejecting 
of that Bill from being the Occaſion of theſe Fears 
and Apprehenſions, that theſe Fears were created, 

while 
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while the Fate of this Bill was in ſuſpenſe, Jef 
it ſhould not be rejected; the Moment the Fate of 
the Bill was determined to their Wiſhes, that 


Moment their Fears vaniſhed, and an univerſal 
Joy took place, and till ſubſiſts in their ſtead , 


their Deliverance was accompliſhed by rejecting 


* the Bill; nor is it eaſy to gueſs what ſhould make 


the Author inſinuate that they at preſent ſtand in 


need of his Aid, for quieting their Fears: For 


| what is there now ſubſiſting, that they need to be 


apprehenſive about, unleſs it be the Sufferings of 
+ ſome gallant Patriots who could not be made to 
* ſwerve from their Duty to their Country, by any 
* Apprehenſions of Severity in regard to them- 
| ſelves? 


In p. 5. the Author tells us, that the only 


ö Operation of the Clauſe, (by which is meant 
the now well known Preamble) would have 
been a Parliamentary Acknowledgment of the 


King's antient Right to the Application of the 


5 Money in the actual Receipt of the Treaſury; 
ads had been made upon the like Occaſion in the 
Bill of the former Seffion.” 


What Unfairneſs and want of Candor diſcover 


| themſelves in theſe few Lines! Doth this Author 
really believe, that the Parliament, in the former 


| Seffion, ever MEANT to make ſuch an Acknow- 


ledgment as 1s here referred to? Doth he not 


| know in his Conſcience, that ſuch an Acknowledg- 


ment was the fartheft from their Thoughts ? And 
upon what Principles of Truth and Honeſty, can 
he repreſent to the unſuſpecting Public, that the 
Parliament made this Acknowledgment, when he 
is conſcious to himſelf that the very Reverſe was 
as ſtrongly, and much more univerſally their Senſe 
then, as when the Bill was rejected this preſent 
Seſſion ? Shameful Prevarication |! 

Farther, would not a plain Man be led by the 


Beginning of this Paragraph to imagine, that all 


that 


SB, noe * 
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that was wanted, was only that the Parliament 
ſhould comply with the harmleſs Form of acknow- 
ledging what they themſelves could not but confeſs 
to be an unqueſtioned, well-defined, as well as 
antient Right in the King, relative to the Appli- 
cation of the publick Money remaining at any 
Time in the public Treaſury; and that there 
never was ſo much as a Suſpicion in any Perſon's 
Mind, that the complying with this Form, would 
be veſting any new or greater Power in the Crown 
in regard to the Public-Money, than it was clearly 
poſſeſſed of before? and yet doth not every Man, 
at all converſant in theſe Matters, and this Au- 
thor among the reſt, aſſuredly know, that the 
contrary of all this was the Fact; and that there 
never would have been one Moment's Conteſt 
about the Matter, had not the new Language, 
introduced in the Duke of Dor/zt's firſt Speech in 
t751, created a general Apprehenſion, that 
* greater Powers were about to be claimed over 
the public Money of this Kingdom, than were 
* hitherto underſtood to be warranted by any of 
© the Principles of our Conſtitution.” 

It is not now inquired whether ſuch' an Appre- 
henſion was well-founded or not, this will fall 
under Examination in its proper Place, but that 
this was in fact the Apprehenſion which occaſioned 
the Debate, in Conſequence of which the Bill 
was rejected, this Author cannot but perfectly 
remember ; tho* doubtleſs, it muſt for ever give 
him, as well as the principal Leaders of his 
Party, Confuſion to recollect what, at that Time, 
was ſo expreſsly declared, by one Gentleman 
particularly, then poſſeſſed of the higheſt nominal 
Diſtinction, and then, and now, inconteſtably 
poſſeſſed of far the higheſt Authority, in his Pro- 
feſſion; who after lamenting, in the moſt gentle 
Ferms, ſome undefirable Circumſtances in the 


Conftitution of this Country, pronounced it as an 
| invariable 
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invariable Purpoſe, in Regard to his own Conduct, 
to maintain this Conſtitution, in the State in 
which he found it: Whether this was not ſaid with 
more Modeſty, and Deference to preſent Autho- 
rity, than ſtrictly conſiſted with that ſupreme 
Reſpect which is indiſpenſibly due, by every Man, 
to the eſſential Rights of his Country, let other 
Folks determine: But ſo it was, that after making 
this Declaration, the whole Courſe of his Argu- 
ment was confined to this ſingle Topic; and 
ſolely directed to demonſtrate the Propriety and 
Neceſſity of rejefting this Preamble, if the Houſe 
did not mean to give up a very eſſential Article, 
in the preſent Conſtitution, of this Country. Tho' 
this be notoriouſly the whole Truth of this Matter, 
yet it is eaſy to be accounted for, that ſo different 
2 Repreſentation is attempted to be impoſed upon 
the Public, No one can believe that a Prince 
diſtinguiſhed for his invariable Regard to Juſtice, 
in the whole Courſe of his Actions, and of ſo 
much native Goodneſs and Generoſity of Heart, 
could have been prevailed on to diſgrace a Num- 
ber of his Servants, (all of them of unqueſtioned 
Loyalty, and zealous in their Attachment to his 
Majeſty's Family and Government, and ſome of 
them, of ſuch exalted Qualities, as eminently to 
adorn the Adminiſtration in which they were 8 
ployed) and to do this with peculiar Marks o 
Severity, merely for endeavouring to prevent an 
Innovation, which they apprehended to be hurt- 
ful to the eſſential conſtitutional Rights of their 
Country; FaLsHooDS MUST have been conveyed 
to the Throne ; and Falſe Repreſentations may, 
in conſequence, be judged neceſſary to be exhi- 
bited to the People; all this, ſome Folk's Spirits 
may allow them to practiſe; but it were to be 
wiſhed that they would at leaſt abſtain from ta- 
king the ſacred Word Honefty, and honeſt Attempt, 
into 


| (8 ] 
into their Lips ; ſo far, however, is but a 
ſmall Sample of the Licence of this Author. 

With a View, as he profeſſes, to ſet this Mat- 
ter in a clear Light, he takes it up at the Year 
1749. Why he chuſes the Word Year inſtead 
of the more uſual Word Seſſion, it may not be 
worth while to inquire ; but certainly, Men not 
acquainted with the real Nature of ſuch Tranſ- 
actions, may be led to apprehend from his man- 
ner of expreſling himſelf in that, and the following 
Paragraph, p. 6. that there were no other Com- 
miſſioners appointed, but thoſe by the Govern- 
ment, to ſtate the public Accounts: His 
Words are theſe : 
© To ſet this Matter in a clear Light it muſt 
be taken up at the Year One thouſand ſeven 
hundred and forty- nine: When, upon ſtating 
of the public Accounts by the Commiſſioners 
appointed for that Purpoſe, it appeared, that 
* on the twenty fifth Day of March, there was in 
the Hands of the Vice Treaſurers or their De- 
puties, a Ballance of about Two hundred and 
twenty thouſand Pounds. 

* The Amount of this Sum rendered it an 
Object of public Conſideration; and perhaps 
* it was the firſt Inſtance of a Ballance in 
the Treaſury that deſerved any great Atten- 
© tion: It therefore well became hots in Autho- 
o 


rity to conſider in what Way the Whole, or 

Part, might be beſt applied for the Eaſe of the 
People, and for public Service.” 

Surely, it was the Author's Evil Genius that 
dictated this Language ; not the leaſt mention of 
Parliament, tho' the whole of this Matter was 
fully tranſacted in Parliament, without the ſmall- 
eſt Deviation from the uſual Courſe of Proceed- 
ing practiſed by the Houſe of Commons, the 
Beginning of every Seſſion; but, telling the 


Matter ſimply might naturally have cauſed ſome 
| * ſuch 
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ſuck unlucky Reflection, to ſtart into ordinary 
Minds ; for what Purpoſe all this Labour and 
Trouble, in ſtating Accounts and ſtriking a Bal- 
lance, taken by the Houſe of Commons? eſpe- 
cially when it is known before-hand that ſome 
Ballance there certainly is remaining in the Trea- 
fury ; and of what Significancy can the Know- 
ledge of the exact Amount of this Ballance be to 
them, when, be it what it will, they it ſeems 
can have no Right ſo much as to interpoſe their 
Advice concerning the Application of it, nor any 
Part of it, unleſs a permitted to do ſo, 
by an Intimation from his Majeſty, that he 
would conſent to their taking this Liberty; not a 

eneral Liberty neither, but only in regard to 
fach Uſes as he ſhall point out? Indeed when 
the Treaſury is empty, and the Funds prove de- 
ficient, the Commons are then at full Liberty 


to become the firſt Movers for ſupplying this 


Deficiency, by taking more Money out of the 
Pockets of the People: Their Uſe in the Con- 
ſtitution, in regard to the fundamental Article 
of Money, according to our Author, being only 
to deviſe, and to be the original Movers 4 im- 
poſing, new Taxes on their Country; but to have 
no ſhare, in virtue of any Right of their own, or 
of their Conſtituents, to interpoſe the leaſt Ad- 
vice in regard to the Application of thoſe Taxes, 
after they are raiſed; for according to this new 
Doctrine, claiming any Share of this Sort, would 
be no leſs than invading his Majeſty's eſtabliſhed 

and antient Right. h 
Well ! But tho' the Parliament has no Right 
to interfere in this Matter, our Author readily 
admits, and in very ſtrong Terms aſſerts, that 
other Folks have : When the Money in the Trea- 
ſury amounts to any conſiderable Sum, then it 
becomes an Object of public Confideration : It 
would have contributed not a little to that clear 
"2M Light 
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Light which our Author promiſed us, had he 
vouchſafed to have told his Readers what they 
were to underſtand by publick Confideration ; but 
as he has left us pretty much in the Dark in re- 
gard to this Article, we muſt endeavour to find 
out his Meaning as well as the Rules of fair Cri- 
ticiſm will permit: And fo far it is to be pre- 
ſumed we may venture to proceed, without any 

reat hazard of injuring or miſtaking him, that 
by publick Conſideration we are to underſtand 
the © Conſideration of the Publick :* This how- 
ever is advancing but a very ſmall length ; the 
arduous Article remains ſtill upon Hand, how to 
inveſtigate what or whom this Publick conſiſts of, 
which has thus acquired an undoubted Right 
to make the Money in the Treaſury, eſpecially if 
the Sum be large, the Object of their Conſidera- 
tion? It would ſeem probable, from the Words 
immediately following, that be they what or 
whom they will, or be the Sum in the Treaſury 
either large or ſmall, their Right is the ſame; 
tho' in the latter Caſe, the Author pronounces, 
that the Object becomes unworthy of any great 
Attention. Here then we have got one Step 
farther ; for tho' we are ſtill at a Loſs concerning 
this Publick, what t really is, yet we ſeem pretty 
well warranted to conclude, that according to our 
Author the Houſe of Commons of this Kingdom, 
and conſequently the Parliament of this Kingdom, 


is not this Public, nor ſo much as make any Part 


of it; — moſt inſignificant Parliament 
A. third Step' we ſeem likewiſe warranted to 
take, by the Sentence that immediately follows, 
in the Paſſage already recited ; but when we have 
taken it, inſtead of obtaining more Light we ſhall 
but find ourſelves involved in greater Obſcurities; 
Language will not allow that the Words, 
* Thoſe in Authority, ſhould comprehend in 
their Meaning the hole of this Public; yet, 55 
the 


1111 
the Office that this Author here aſſigns to, © Tho/e 


iin Authority,” it cannot be doubted that They at 
' leaſt conſtitute a very eſſential Part of it: But 
here we are again as much at a Loſs for a deter- 
minate Meaning of the Words now under Con- 


ſideration as we were in the Inſtance before; 
whether we are to underſtand by them, the 
King and Council in Eugland, and the Lord Lieu- 


| tenant and Council of Ireland, together with the 


principal Law Servants of the Crown in both 
Kingdoms; whether all theſe, or more, or fewer 


| than theſe ; but though our Author may be ſhy, 


for pretty obvious Reaſons, of being more expli- 
cit and determinate, in a Matter of this Sort, yet 
ſurely it can be no Difficulty on him to declare, in 
his next Edition, whether he doth not find him- 
elf ſtrongly inclined to think, when at any time 
his Judgment inſenſibly gets into a compoſed and 
impartial Mood, that the Orricx, which he has 
here aſſigned to thoſe in Authority, would full as 
well ſuit the PARLIAMENT of Ireland, as it. doth 
any Part, or the whole of the above Enumeration; 
the Sentence however, as it ſtands, is fo ſingularly 
curious, that it cannot be unacceptable to repeat 
it by itſelf. “ It therefore well became Thoſe in 
* Authority to conſider in what Way the Whole, 
« or Part might be beſt applied for the Eaſe of 
„the People, and for Le Service.“ Pleaſe 
now to make but the following Alteration, and 


ſee whether this Sentence, thus varied, muſt not 


Inſtantly approve itſelf to the Heart and Judgment 


Jof every Man of Candour, connected with this 


Country; * It therefore well became the Par- 
LIAMENT of Jreland, by wHosE AuTHORITY 
THIS MoNEY WAS RAISED, to conſider in what 
Way the Whole or Part might be beſt applied 
for the Eaſe of the People, and for the public 
Service of this Kingdom.“ Is it in Nature, that 


common Senſe can deviſe an Objection againſt 
1 fach 
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ſuch a Propoſition as this? And did not the 
whole of the Tranſaction, in the Seſſion 1749, 
under Lord Harrington's Adminiſtration, moſt 
perfectly correſpond with it? And had this origi- 


nal Method been ſuffered to go on, is there a 


fair minded Man, who underſtands the Rights of 
Men, and the Principles of civil Government, 
that will undertake to ſhew even a Poſſibility of 
any Injury ariſing from this Method, either to 
the Community in general, or to any real con- 
ſtitutional Intereſt, or uſeful Claim of Right of 
his Majeſty in particular? And beyond theſe, is 
there any Pretenſion to Prerogative which the 
King of Great-Britain and Ireland would wiſh to 
maintain; or that any King at the Head of a 
legal Government can have a Right to claim ? 
Here, though it may have the Appearance of 
a Digreſſion, it may be of ſome Ule to obſerve, 
that the Author, by the whole Strain of his 
Pamphlet, would ſeem to have it underſtood, 
that there is no other Meaſure of human and 
ſocial Rights but what depends upon Precedent, 
and poſitive Acts, which, at any Time, and in 
any Circumſtances, have happened to be,made 
by the commanding Powers in the reſpectiv&civil 
Communities of Mankind; the very Reverſe of 
which is the Truth: So far are human Laws, all 
of them liable to Error and Perverſion, and Mul. 
titudes of them, God knows, in moſt of the 
States upon Earth, no other than ſo many Inſtan- 
ces and Engines of inſolent Oppreſſion and Outrage 


of the few, againſt thoſe Rights of the many which 


they ought to maintain; ſo far are Decrees of 
this Sort from conſtituting the principal Rights of 
Men, that the Purpoſe of ſecuring, more effec- 
tually, the Enjoyment of thoſe natural, original, 
inherent Rights is the principal, legitimate, and 
righteous Foundation of all the Powers, Preroga- 
tives, and Rights in civil Governments, 1 
ife, 
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Life, Liberty, and the Power of acquiring and 
diſpoſing of Property, are original Gifts of God 
to Man; and the Exerciſe of that unalienable 
Right of doing Homage to his Maker in ſuch 
manner, as from his own inward Perſuaſion, he 
expects will render him moſt acceptable, bound 
_ him as his indiſpenſable Duty; all of them 
aſcertained to every Individual, prior to all human 
Contracts, by that moral Perception inherent and 
eſſential in every Man's Breaſt, cauſing him at all 
Times to diſcern an unalterable Difference be- 
twixt Good and Evil, Juſt and Unjuſt, Right 
and Wrong, and all the various Species of Inte- 
grity, Humanity, Fidelity, and Benevolence of 
eart, on the one Hand; and of Iniquity, Per- 
fidy, Violence, and Depravity, on the other; 
together with an inſeparably concomitant Senſe of 
Obligation to practiſe the former, and to avoid 
and abſtain from the latter : A due Conſideration 
of this, and likewiſe, that the ſeveral Powers in 
civil Government are no other than the Effects 
of voluntary Contracts, entered into by Men, 
antecedently independent, primarily for the Pur- 
poſe of more effectually preſerving thoſe original 
Rights to which God has given every Individual 
of Mankind an equal and inviolable Title ; and 
afterwards for carrying the Intereſts of the Com- 
munity, and the Proſperity and perſonal Happi- 
neſs of the Individuals to all that Extent, which 
the Nature and Circumſtances of their Condition 
and Situation will permit, always having a moſt 
facred Regard to thofe original Rights common 
to them and all other Men: When theſe Things 
are a little attended to, every Man of ordinary 
Underſtanding muſt be immediately ſenſible, 
that when at any time a Queſtion, intimately 
affecting the Liberties and Property of a Com- 
munity, comes to be the Subject of Debate, it 
cannot be enough, merely to aſſign a * 
0 


[ 14 ] 


of Fact, (which yet in the preſent Cafe cannot in 


any one Inſtance be fairly aſſigned) nor even a 
legiſlative Act, without any Reſpect being had 
to the Time and Circumſtances in which it was 
made; but in all Caſes of this Sort, reſort ought, 
in Reaſon and Juſtice, to be at all Times had to 
the primary and fundamental Purpofes of that 
original Contract which conſtituted the various 
Powers and delegated Rights of the Legiſlative, 
and executive Governors of the reſpective Com- 
munity ; and if, upon a fair Appeal, the Subject 
in Queſtion ſhall be found clearly inconſiſtent 
with, and repugnant to his original ſupreme Law, 
and truly divine Teſtimony, it ought inſtantly to be 
given up, as having r Truth nor Righteouſneſs 

In it. | 
The Writer of theſe Remarks finding that 
the Whole cannot be got printed in ſuch Time as 
to anſwer his Deſign, chuſes to interrupt the pre- 
ſent Courſe of his Examination, in order to con- 
clude this firſt Number with one or two ſhort Ob- 
ſervations on p. 18. wherein the Author profeſſes 
to ſtate the ſingle Queſtion, the Deeiſion of which 
muſt, according to him, neceſſarily determine 
the whole Debate — The Queſtion, as he ſtates 
it, is in theſe Words, Whether the Truſt of ap- 
plying the Money given by Parliament to the 
* Crown without any ſpecial Appropriation, and 
in the actual Receipt of his Majeſty's Treaſury, 
* 15 by the Laws and Conſtitution of this Kingdom 
* veſted in the Crown for public Services.” Now 
if our Author had not ſtopp'd here, -but gone on 
in Words to the following Purpoſe, ——* And fo 
* ſolely, and abſolutely veſted in the Crown as 
neither to leave the Parliament at Liberty, at 
any time, to inquire whether this Money has 
been by the Officers of the Crown honeſtly ap- 
* plied to the public Services of this Country or 
* not; nor are they to preſume to point out anyPur- 
| | * *-poles 
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poſes to which this Money might be uſefully em- 
ployed for anſwering future publicServices; even 
in Caſes where the Parliament on their Meeting 
ſhall find a large Redundancy of the Money 
given by themſelves, remaining in the Trea- 
ſury, after all the public Services, or Exigen- 
cies of Government, to that Time had actually 
been anſwered ; no, nor even to propole the 
Application of any Part of it towards the Diſ- 
* charge of a Debt, which they themſelves had 
* brought upon the Nation, for anſwering public 
* Services, when the Funds provided for that 
* Purpoſe had proved deficient :* Had the Queſ- 
tion been ſtated by this Author in this fair, and 
the only fair and honeſt Manner ; no Body proba- 
bly would have had any Difficulty in joining Iſſue 
upon it; for, as the Juſtice, Wiſdom, and Rea- 
ſon of the Thing muſt be eternally and unaltera- 
bly againſt his Side of the Queſtion, when thus 
fully and candidly ftated, ſo whenever he ſhall 
think proper to produce this Conſtitutional Deed of 
Truſt, to which he would ſeem to refer, he will 
moſt aſſuredly find, not by implication, but in 
expreſs Terms, in the Body of this Deed, that 
the Parliament, who gave this Money, have for 
ever reſerved the Right, as often as they ſhall 
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meet, to inquire whether the Applications actually 


made, have been agreeable to the Purpoſes for 
which the Money was given; and likewiſe, as 
the firſt and great Council of the Crown, to point 
out ſuch Uſes of the public Money yet unapplied, 
as they ſhall judge moſt conducive to theſe public 
Services in time to come But more upon 


I this Subject when it ſhall come in its regular 


Courſe. 


Perhaps it may ſeem but an idle Undertaking to ſet 


| about in this Manner to. detect the Fallacies, and 


expoſe 
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expoſe the Blunders of a Writer, who, from the 
Specimen already produced, muſt but too plainly 
appear to be ſomewhat defective in thoſe Qualities 
which are abſolutely requifite for meriting the Credit 
and Attention of the Public ; and it is readily con- 
feſſed, that it would be no Ie/s ſo in reality, than what 
it may thus ſeem, were it not that the Performance is 
already gloried in, as a valid Defence of a Meaſure, 
which, had it ſucceeded, or were it ever to ſucceed, 
muſt infallibly iſſue in rendering the Property and Lt- 
berties of this Country for the future precarious ; re- 
lied on likewiſe as a ſucce/5ful Effort for flifling the 
Gratitude, and abating the Efteem of the Public, 
towards thoſe worthy and gallant ſpirited Men, who, 
in reſolutely vindicating the Rights of this Kingdom, 
were very well aware, that _ were putting 1t into 
the Power of Malice and Falſehood to bring upon 
them a Reſentment, which, of all Evils, but thoſe 
of injuring their Country, and of wounding their own 
Spirits and Honour, they had always been moſt ſoli- 
citous to avoid. 


